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DATE:  April 30, 2003
TEL:  (217) 761-3569 

CONTACT:  Lt. Col. Laurence Andrews
FAX:  (217) 761-3527



MEDIA ADVISORY

SCOTT AFB, Ill. ( There will be a welcome home ceremony May 6 at the 126th Air Refueling Wing, Scott AFB, Ill., for approximately 200 wing members returning from federal active duty in the United Stated European Command theater of operations.  The returning Illinois Air National Guardsmen were mobilized in February in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  While this redeployment represents the bulk of the wing, other unit members remain deployed in support of operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.

The 126th ARW conducts aerial refueling operations flying the KC-135E Stratotanker.  The KC-135E is capable of offloading some 200,000 pounds of fuel to receiving aircraft.  Refueling takes place in mid-air at speeds exceeding 500 mph at a distance of just 20 feet above the receiving aircraft.

Illinois Adjutant General, Maj. Gen. David Harris, Illinois Air National Guard officials, family and friends will welcome home the returning wing members.  The welcome ceremony will begin at 11:30 a.m.  Media interested in attending are asked to contact the 126th ARW public affairs office at (618) 222-5761 no later than 1:00 p.m., Friday, May 2.  Media attending the ceremony should arrive at the Shiloh gate of Scott AFB no later than 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 6 for escort to the 126th ARW complex.
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