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126TH AIR REFUELING WING MOBILIZED


SPRINGFIELD, Ill. - Approximately 250 personnel from the Illinois Air National Guard's 126th Air Refueling Wing at Scott AFB, Ill., have been mobilized in support of the partial mobilization order of September 14, 2001.  Members were mobilized for one year as a part of President Bush’s mobilization authority.

     The 126th Air Refueling Wing flies the KC-135E Stratotanker.  The aircraft is a military version of the Boeing 707, and is capable of offloading some 200,000 lbs. of fuel to receiver aircraft.  The offload takes place in mid-air at air speeds in excess of 500 miles per hour.  The tanker is only 20 feet above the nose of the receiver aircraft during fuel transfer.  

     The Adjutant General of Illinois, Maj. Gen. David Harris, said, "The 126th is ready and eager to fulfill their role in the President's global war on terrorism.  Their training and experience has prepared them for any future contingency."   

    While most of the unit's security forces personnel were mobilized after the attacks of September 11, 2001, the flying wing has not been federally mobilized since Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  The unit has been a participant in every major contingency since that time, to include on-going operations in support of the no-fly zone over Iraq, NATO AWACs operations, and Combat Air Patrols over the United States after September 11, 2001.  













